October 29, 2007
Dear Participating Attorney:

As you are aware, pursuant to Suffolk County 18-b Law Section 722, any fees in excess of the statutory (cap( require an Affirmation of Extraordinary Circumstances.  On any case subject to the $75.00 per hour rate the (cap( is $4,400.00; on any case subject to the $60.00 per hour rate the (cap( is  $2,400.00.  Application for fees in excess of these amounts may be considered by the court in (extraordinary circumstances.(  The affirmation must set forth the reason for such services and a detailed list of those services to include the specific dates and times when the services were rendered

In the past, vouchers submitted with only an affirmation and judge’s signature on the voucher have been processed.  Effective immediately, such applications must include an Order signed by the Judge approving the excess fees. 
In order to avoid any confusion and effectuate this change efficiently, please refer to our web site www.suffolk18b.org for a sample format of the documents to be included with vouchers in excess of the statutory limit.  Any voucher submitted without an Order of the Court approving a fee in excess of the statutory limit will be returned. 

If you have any questions, please contact my office. 

Thank you for your continued participation. 

Very truly yours,

DAVID H. BESSO
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