






November 2, 2007

RE:
Volunteer rotation for Sex Offender Panel 

Dear Felony Panel Members 


Please be advised that it has recently come to my attention that 18b assignments may be necessary for sex offenders requiring civil commitment, said statute being effective April 12, 2007. 

Mental Hygiene Law Chapter, 27 Section 10.06[c] states., in part that …”promptly upon the filing of a sex offender civil management petition, or upon a request to the court by the attorney general for an order pursuant to subdivision (d) of this section that a respondent submit to an evaluation by a psychiatric examiner, whichever occurs earlier, the court shall appoint counsel in any case where the respondent is financially unable to obtain counsel.  The court shall appoint the mental hygiene legal service if possible. In the event that the court shall appoint an attorney eligible for appointment pursuant to Article 18b of the County Law…” 

The assignment of cases under this provision will be based upon the Plan’s rotation system.  Attorneys participating on this panel will be required to provide notification to this office, detailing the name of the respondent, assign date, docket number and Judge.  Each claim for compensation and reimbursement must be supported by by a sworn statement specifying the time expended, services rendered, expenses incurred or compensation applied for or received in the same case from any other source.  

If you are interested in volunteering for the Sex Offender Panel and have already been approved for the Felony Panel, please fax me a letter at (631) 666-8401 or e-mail your request to suffolk18b@optonline.net.  

Thank you for your anticipated cooperation. 








Very truly yours, 








DAVID H. BESSO

DHB:sm

