






July 9, 2008
PAYMENT PROCEDURE FOR SUPREME COURT 18-B VOUCHERS
Dear Supreme Court Panel Member: 


I have enclosed Assigned Counsel Voucher – Judiciary Law 35(8) forms, which are the correct forms to use when billing for Supreme Court cases.  You must submit (4) packets, with original signatures.  All voucher submissions must include the enclosed form, an itemized time sheet and carbon form.  Upon completion of the case,  please submit the voucher to the presiding Supreme Court Justice for approval and thereafter they will be forwarded to our office for processing. 

Please keep in mind that the new provision mandates that representation be provided in Supreme Court for matters that would require provision of counsel if they were in Family Court.  Only cases involving custody and visitation would be considered for payment from Supreme Court.   There  is no compensation for the costs of representation associated with divorce, annulment or equitable distribution, cases only involving custody and visitation.  
Chapter 538, Laws of 2006 reads, in part: 

Section 1, Section 35 of the judiciary law amended by adding a new subdivision 8 to read as follows:   8. Whenever supreme court shall exercise jurisdiction over a matter which the family court might have exercised jurisdiction had such action or proceeding been 
commenced in family court or referred thereto pursuant to law, and under circumstances whereby, if such proceedings were pending in family court, such court would be required by section two hundred sixty-two of the family court act to appoint counsel, supreme court shall also appoint counsel and such counsel shall be compensated in accordance with the provisions of this section.  


Please visit our web site at www.suffolk18b.org where you can download the proper forms and/or obtain further information and guidelines.  
Thank you for your anticipated cooperation. 








Very truly yours, 








DAVID H. BESSO 

DHB:sm

Enclosure 
